
• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Spiritual Life Coach 
• The Giver of Prosperity 
• The National Patriot 

 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

You invite your coworker Ruth to your in-home Bible study. She’s Christian and has come to your Bible study 
before. She’s even attended worship with you a few times in the past. She went to church with you this past 
week and had some things to say about the message at lunch afterwards. “I wish your pastor wasn’t so negative. 
He always makes it sound like we can’t do anything good. I also wish he would talk more about Jesus’ obedient 
life, since that’s how we throw off sin and walk in obedience to God’s law—by modeling our lives after Jesus.” 
After a brief pause of introspection, Ruth says, “I just wish we would get the full gospel from your pastor.” 
 
Knowing that you heard the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection in that same sermon, you ask, “Full 
gospel? Are you saying what Jesus’ sacrifice wasn’t enough for us?” 
 
Ruth jumps back in: “Of course not! I’m saying that there’s too much focus on justification by faith; too much 
about grace. I’ve heard all that already. If we don’t hear how to be like Christ in what we do with our lives, then 
we will be given the impression that we have a license to sin. Or, worse yet, someone might have false assurance 
that they’re forgiven when they really aren’t!” 
 
Have you ever met someone like Ruth? 
 
Let’s jump right into what kinds of thoughts have plagued Ruth. 
 

1. “I wish your pastor (and likely, the Bible) wasn’t so negative. He always makes it sound like we can’t do 
anything good.” 
 

a. Which other false christ does that sound like? 
 

b. What doctrine does Ruth kick against here? 
 
 

c. For what reasons might she think she doesn’t have to hear about this time and time again? 
 
 
 

i. For Ruth, justification is a _____ reality, but it has no ___________ implications. 
 

d. Imagine you hears the gospel that way. What would change about your relationship with Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

e. For what reasons do we need the gospel to be given to us daily? 
 
 
 
 

f. This is a good place to recall Romans 3:23-24. 



 
 

2. “I also wish he would talk more about Jesus’ obedient life, since that’s how we throw off sin and walk in 
obedience to God’s law—by modeling our lives after Jesus.” 
 

a. If sin is not an issue of the heart for Ruth, what is it, as she implies here? 
 
 
 

b. How is sin taken care of, according to Ruth? 
 
 
 

i. Which other false christ does that sound like? 
 

c. If that is the case, who is in the driver’s seat? 
 
 
 

d. Ruth makes it sound easy. “Just do things differently and you’ll be able to obey God’s law!” This 
does two things: lowers the bar of the _____ and it elevates the ability of __________. 
 

i. This flies right in the face of Galatians 3:21. 
 

e. What motivates Ruth to live this way—law or gospel? 
 

i. What should motivate Ruth to do good works—law or gospel? 
 

3. “If we don’t hear how to be like Christ in what we do with our lives, then we will be given the impression 
that we have a license to sin. Or, worse yet, someone might have false assurance that they’re forgiven 
when they really aren’t! 

 
a. This is the same thought Paul addresses in Romans 6:1. Put what Paul and Ruth have said into 

your own words. 
 
 

b. With which facet of the gospel does Ruth have an issue? 
 
 
 

c. If Ruth claims that the gospel will only lead to more sin, what is she really saying about God? 
 
 
 
The	Moral	Example	demands	we	model	his	life	so	that	we	would	do	away	with	our	sinful	actions	and,	thus,	

be	able	to	obtain	or	sustain	salvation.	He	says,	“I’ve	done	my	best;	you	must	do	the	rest.”	
	
MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 

4. Look at Matthew 5:20; 5:27-28; 5:48. Describe how Jesus views the law in these verses. 
 



 
 

5. In 1 Peter 2:20-21, Jesus is called an example for God’s people. However, what about Jesus’ life are we 
to emulate, according to the context? 
 

 
 

6. Knowing what we know about salvation, what is the basis for being saved (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
among others)? 

 
 
 
DISCUSSION 

7. The apostle Paul knew the real Jesus—he met him face-to-face! And yet, he struggled mightily with sin 
and its continued effects. Romans 7:14-25 paint the vivid picture of every Christian’s internal civil 
war. As I read these verses, take note of things that not only speak against the Moral Example, but point 
us to the real Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
Evaluate the following talking points to bring up with Ruth. How might she respond? 
 

8. Can you help me understand James 2:10? I’m struggling to match that 
verse up with what you’re saying about the law. 

 
 
 

9. Where do you go when you mess up? What happens to your relationship 
with God if you somehow fall into a whole mess of sin? Or you have a 
really bad day? 

 
 
 

10. What other sections of Scripture would be helpful in teaching Ruth about a realistic view of herself and a 
realistic view of Jesus? 
 

 
 
 
What comments or questions do you have? 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer – Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose You CW581 v 1 
Lord, ‘tis not that I did choose you; that, I know, could never be, 
For this heart would still refuse you had your grace not chosen me. 
You removed the sin that stained me, cleansing me to be your own; 
For this purpose you ordained me, that I live for you alone. Amen 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	


